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Snippets
Wild flower patch
Glorious wild 
flower patch in 
an Ipswich front 
garden. So much 
more attractive 
than a lawn!

Three-headed Sunflower 
Anyone seen this before? One regular, large flower with two other 
smaller ones, one either side of the main one. Weird.

When a Painted Lady landed on my Sage bush flowers I couldn't 
resist taking a photograph of this beautiful butterfly with the 
wings open - 'money shot'. But as with many other butterflies, we 
overlook the delightful patterns when the wings are closed, in semi 
camouflage. The Painted Lady does not disappoint with its Roman 
mosaic style display. 

Open or closed ?? I now prefer both!

Photogenic Painted Lady     
Melvyn Eke

One of the most serious of the wildfires that hit Suffolk during 
the July heatwave was at the Ravenswood nature reserve on 
the old Ipswich Airport 
site. In 2020 James 
Baker and his band of 
Greenways volunteers 
spent several weeks 
building a flight of 
steps up the 'tump'. 
The wooden steps and 
handrail had a narrow 
escape from the blaze 
as the fire service 
stopped the burning 
within a few feet of the 
steps.

Narrow escape

Found on the 
IWG wildlife 
allotment, a 
dead grass 
snake with its 
head trapped 
in a hole in 
the ground. 
What animal 
dug the hole, 
possibly rat 
or rabbit and 
how come the 
snake can't be 
pulled out?!

Snake pit On the woodland trail in Holywells Park orchard, this fine 
caterpillar was spotted. On consulting a lepidoptera expert 
it was identified as the larva of a Red Underwing, a very 
attractive moth. The park is a perfect habitat for this moth as its 
larval food plants are Poplar and Willow. 

Can you see me? Andy Smuk
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certainly a fleet of other new stations) being essential 
despite all the damage it will cause locally and the 
completely uncertain future for decommissioning and 
nuclear waste management. At no point has there been 
any mention of using less energy! Or making changes 
to our affluent lifestyles to instead invest in a more 
sustainable future with better insulation of homes, 
reduction in travel and local food production. And 
no-one seems to dare even raise a discussion about the 
excessive human population and possible measures 
to reduce our numbers for the planet’s (and other 
species’) sake. Several articles in this edition refer to 
the direct effects on our local wildlife of the changing 
climate.

This issue also has lots of good news about local 
conservation efforts and what we can do to try to mitigate 
some of the impacts – all positive actions, however small, 
contribute to improving the global situation!
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Welcome to the Autumn and Winter edition of Local 
Wildlife News – bringing news and articles about local 
wildlife and conservation efforts, along with events 
and activities that you can get involved in.

At the time of writing this introduction, we have 
just seen the hottest temperatures ever recorded in 
the UK – a pattern repeated throughout the world, 
with wildfires across Europe and the Arctic at 
unprecedented levels – a stark reminder of just how 
much the natural world is changing around us. A 
change that is undeniable, obvious and now beyond 
inevitable, with dramatic consequences for all species 
(including us!). Oddly, with this background, we 
somehow try to tell ourselves that we won’t be affected 
and we can carry on as usual – simply change to 
electric cars but carry on travelling unnecessarily! 
The new ‘all-electric’ future that our government has 
chosen has led inevitably to Sizewell C (and almost 

Welcome
by James Baker Editor
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Tiny bullet seen whizzing through Belstead Brook
Sheila Roberts  Suffolk Wildlife Trust Ipswich Group
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The Ipswich Group of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust arranges talks, fundraising events and trips to local nature reserves 
for everyone in the town and surrounding villages to enjoy. 

Last year the group raised over £1000 to support the work of the Trust and we are on track to raise 
a similar amount this year.

All of the organising is carried out by a small but dedicated group of volunteers – I would like to thank them all 
for their dedication and good cheer in making our mission so successful. However, we do have vacancies for other 

people to join us – helping to plan and run events, write articles, take photos or even serve refreshments. 

We would also love to hear from anyone in the area willing to open their wildlife-friendly garden to visitors next 
spring or summer to help raise even more money for local wildlife initiatives. 

Please get in touch with me via email: browncandw@gmail.com

I have a confession, until two 
years ago, I had no idea there 
was such a thing as a water 
shrew.  Yes I knew we have 
common shrews and pygmy 
shrews here in Suffolk but 
water shrew sounds like a 
mythical creature dreamt up 
by Roald Dahl.

But while scrolling through 
Twitter one afternoon I saw a 
tweet from a local family that I 
know are excellent naturalists 
saying they’d seen a water 
shrew around Belstead Brook. 

So, despite having little idea 

what I was looking for, I made 
it my mission to spot one. 

For two years, at least once a 
week, I stared at the banks and 
the water surface of this lovely 
local open space, I saw water 
voles, a rat and even a water 
rail. But nothing that could 
be a water shrew. Until this 
summer when, on a glorious, 
still morning, I paused on the 
bridge for quite some time 
enjoying the birdsong. And I 
spotted a miniscule movement 
in the vegetation. Hardly 
daring to breathe, I waited and 
waited, to be rewarded with a 

Ipswich Group Newsletter
Chairman: (Vacant) 

Secretary: Wendy Brown 01473 259674 
browncandw@gmail.com

 Treasurer: Tony Clarke 01473 741083 
tonyclarke@2309hotmail.co.uk 

We are the Ipswich Group of the 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust. We offer an 

interesting range of monthly meetings 
with guest speakers. Trust members 

and non-members are equally 
welcome. During the summer months 
we offer a variety of trips, some local, 
others by coach. Details of these and 
our monthly meetings can be found in 

our “Dates for your Diary” section 
or on the website, 

www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org.

view of the tiny creature sitting 
on the edge, then swimming 
like a bullet across the stream 
before foraging across the 
surface of some water plant 
right under my nose.  It had a 
longish snout. My first water 
shrew!

Water shrews are bigger than 
common shrews. To me the fur 
looked more like a mole’s  - 
short and dense. They eat pond 
invertebrates like freshwater 
shrimps and larvae but will 
also take small fish, frogs 
and even earthworms and 
snails. I had no idea they were 

Water Shrew seen swimming in Belstead Brook

venomous – they use a toxin in 
their saliva to stun their prey. 

It’s also incredible that 
something so small doesn’t 
hibernate but remains active 
all winter. They live in burrows 
and can produce litters of 
up to 15 babies – sometimes 
three times in the one summer 
of their life if conditions are 
good.

In my mind, water shrews 
are just one more reason to 
do all we can to keep our 
waterways running and clean 
of pollutants.

Vacancies for Volunteers
Wendy Brown  Secretary, Suffolk Wildlife Trust Ipswich Group
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Social Summer Strolls
Melvyn Eke   Suffolk Wildlife Trust Ipswich Group

Carlton Marshes 
In May, our group of nine were welcomed 
at the very impressive new visitor centre 
by Lewis, the reserve warden and Craig, a 
very experienced volunteer birder. 

Once refreshed with a nice strong coffee, 
we set of in slightly gloomy conditions 
with light rain forecast. These conditions 
proved to be an advantage as standing on 
the raised banks we benefited from a very 
close, low-level flying display from 20+ 
sand martins skimming the dykes after 
insects. They were then joined by a few 
house martins and later that morning, the 
arrival of the first swifts this summer was 
seen over the reserve. The guided tour and 
talk involved several resident bird species 
both seen and heard and excellent views 
of the Chinese water deer. It was just a bit 
early for dragonflies and butterflies (apart 
from two Wall butterflies well-hidden on 
a wall of all places!).

After our two hour walk we returned to 
the wonderful new visitor centre café 
for an enjoyable lunch with several 
menu options to choose from and 
enthusiastically served by the excellent 
staff. We learnt of the importance of being 
able to control the water levels on this 
450-acre site and saw much to show the 
fruits of the investment in this valuable 
Reserve.

Hen Reed Beds
In June we visited Hen Reed Beds near 
Southwold and our group of 11 started 
off on a guided tour with Jamie the SWT 
Warden. This was an information-packed 
talk and walk around the reserve covering 

its original creation and the future 
plans that include part of the Osprey 
introduction project. 

A very hot sunny day kept the pace to 
a gentle stroll to enjoy the beautiful 
Blyth estuary and most of the resident 
wildlife with a never-seen-before 
Buzzard hovering like a Kestrel. We 
all returned to the Old Hall café next 
to the reserve for refreshments and 
thanked Jamie for his role in looking 
after this and many other sites.

The members all commented that it 
was their first visit to both of these 

Every summer, the Ipswich Group of SWT arranges a series of tours and trips for anyone in the 
Ipswich area. We will do the same next year – details in a future issue of LWN but for now, here’s a 
little report of a couple of the summer 2022 outings to whet your appetite. 

SWT reserves and were pleased 
to have been introduced to them 
and would revisit both on future 
occasions. Pleasingly a collection of 
£60 in donations will also help swell 
the SWT account.

Ipswich Group Newsletter

Excellent views of Chinese water deer

Arrival of the first Swifts Buzzard hovering like a Kestrel
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All Meetings will be held at 7.30pm at Museum Street Methodist Church, 17 Black Horse Lane, Ipswich IP1 2EF. £3 includes tea and 
coffee. There is disabled access. 

Wednesday 28th September  Dr Ieuan Evans  (BTO) 'The Mystery of Bird Migration'  

About 40% of birds migrate, but it is a very risky business, Many, due to predation and adverse weather conditions never reach their 
destination. So why do they do it, and how do they find their way back to the same site every year? Come and learn some answers to 
these tantalising questions.  

Wednesday 26th October Darren Tansley  (Essex Wildlife Trust) 'Taming the Flood.  The Essex Beaver Project'

Beavers were once widespread in Britain, but were hunted to extinction by man by the end of the 16th Century. In recent years there 
has been a controlled reintroduction in parts of the country. On the whole this has had a beneficial effect for the environment and for 
wildlife, although it has met considerable opposition from some anglers and farmers. Hear about this, with special reference to the 
beavers careful reintroduction at Spains Hall in Essex.

Wednesday 23rd  November Richard Cuthbert  'The Work of the World Land Trust'

Richard Cuthbert is director of conservation at the WLT. This charitable organisation, based in Suffolk, whose patrons include Sir David 
Attenborough and Steve Backshall, raises funds for the purchase of threatened natural environments (eg rain forest) in Asia, South and 
Central America and Africa. The ownership and management of the land is handed over to local groups to be managed for their own  
benefit. Richard will tell us what has been purchased recently and how the land is being used by its new owners.

Wednesday 7th December Anne Kell 'Mistletoe'

Mistletoe has long been associated with Christmas and love so what better topic for our Christmas meeting. But where did this tradition 
come from? This talk will look at the ecology of mistletoe, and its unusual lifestyle. It will also consider the changes in its distribution, 
especially in relation to Ipswich, and will consider some of the folklore surrounding the plant. As usual there will be our Christmas 
mince pies to enjoy.

Wednesday 25th January Jamie Smith 'Wildlife of the North Suffolk Wildlife Reserves'    

Jamie is the warden of the North Suffolk Coastal Nature Reserves, including the magnificent Hen Reed Beds. This area, until 1999 a 
region of degraded grassland, was brilliantly restored and is now providing breeding habitats for a wealth of coastal birds, including the 
bittern, the marsh harrier, bearded tit and many others. There is a project, as yet in its infancy to introduce the ospreys to the area.

Evening Talks Diary

Ipswich Group Newsletter

Hear an expert talk about local wildlife for only £3

Yes £3.  What a bargain eh? The Ipswich Group of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust has a very special treat for you this autumn and winter.  A 
series of eight illustrated talks about some of the most topical and interesting subjects they could find with some of the region’s experts 
in their chosen field.

You can attend all eight or just pick the ones that really interest you. Bring a friend or neighbour as everyone is welcome and you don’t 
need to be a member of any group to come along. Just bring  your entrance fee (which includes a tea or coffee in the interval) plus a few 
extra coins in case you fancy a flutter on the fundraising raffle or there’s plants or cards to buy.

You can learn and be entertained at the same time – there’s talks on the mysteries of bird migration; in the light of recent legislation about 
beavers, you can find out about a family of these enigmatic creatures who live over the border in Essex. Or maybe you want to hear more 
about local nature reserves including the nightingale capital of East Anglia or what’s on our doorsteps in Ipswich. 

We would love to see more of you join us for these talks. They start at 7.30pm and take place in the Methodist Church which is accessed 
off Blackhorse Lane in Ipswich town centre. As well as good links to buses, there is plenty of parking – some at the church but also on 
the adjoining street as well as the payable spaces beside the Wolsey Theatre.  
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First things first, what does 
nature connection actually 
mean? This term is used to 
talk about our relationship 
with nature - do we feel 
part of the natural world 
around us, or do we feel 
it's something separate to 
us? Everyone has different 
levels of nature connection 
depending on a variety 
of factors including; how 
much green space we have 
access to, our culture, and 
how much time we spent 
outdoors in our childhood. 
But this isn’t fixed, we can 
become more connected by 
engaging with nature.  

But why should we be 
trying to improve our level 
of nature connection? The 
research suggests that nature 
connection is related to 
increased happiness and life 
satisfaction, and reduced 
stress and anxiety. For 

instance, one study found 
that children who took 
part in outdoor education 
activities as part of their 
school day showed improved 
mental and physical well-
being, compared to their 
classmates who didn’t have 
outdoor sessions.

What’s more, we aren’t 
the only ones who benefit, 
nature does too because 
people who are connected 
to nature are more likely to 
act in ways that are good 
for the environment. Some 
research even suggests 
that nature connection is 
the most important factor 
for positive environmental 
behaviour, even more so 
than scientific knowledge. 
This means focusing on 
improving everyone's 
connection to nature is vital 
if we want to protect the 
natural world.

Nature Connection 
Katharine Townshend Wild Learning Intern Officer, Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

So how can we do this? 
Researchers have identified 
five different pathways to 
achieve nature connection: 
senses, emotion, 
compassion, meaning and 
beauty. This means that 
getting people to notice 
all the beautiful things in 
nature and engaging all 
their senses when spending 
time outdoors is the most 
effective way to helps create 
and maintain a feeling of 
connectedness to nature.

At Suffolk Wildlife Trust one 
of our main aims is to help 
boost nature connection, 
because we know how 
beneficial it is for helping 
both people and wildlife. 
We run a variety of activities 
for all age groups across 
the county; in Ipswich we 
have a variety of regular and 
special events exploring the 
town’s urban wildlife and 

It seems common sense that being outdoors is good for your physical and mental health, 

but current research is showing just how important ‘nature connection’ is for well-being 

and also for getting people involved in protecting the natural world. 

encouraging residents to 
protect the nature on their 
doorsteps. Our belief is that 
getting as many people as 
possible to connect with 
nature will help get everyone 
on board with protecting it, 
so that Suffolk is abundant 
and thriving with wildlife!

If you want to get involved 
and boost your nature 
connection then check out 
all our events on our website 
www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org

Brooke House, Ashbocking, Ipswich 

IP6 9JY

01473 890089

info@suffolkwildlifetrust.org

suffolkwildlifetrust.org 
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Annual Report - April 2021 to March 2022
James Baker Manager, Greenways Countryside Project

This report covers a small part 
of the work of the Greenways 
Countryside Project during 
the 2021-2022 financial year. 
More information about any 
of the sites we work at can 
be obtained on request from 
the Project team using the 
contact details adjacent.

The map below shows the 
approximate locations of the 
nature reserves and green 
spaces where we have worked 
this year. The pale green 
shading shows the extent 
of the original Project Area, 
although we increasingly now 
work over a larger area.

The Partnership and 
where the funding comes 
from
Since the departure of Suffolk 
County Council in 2018, 
the Greenways partnership 
is between Ipswich Borough 
Council (the lead authority), 
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East Suffolk Council and 
Babergh District Council. The 
three local authority partners 
contributed around £35,000 
of 'core' funding, of the 
total annual cost of around 
£110,000. The partners also 
make additional contributions 
for particular outputs from 
time to time.

The remaining (larger part) 
of the budget is generated 
from external income by 
the Project team by carrying 
out work for the partners, 
Parish Councils, schools, 
householder associations, 
developers, private landowners 
and third sector organisations. 
We also seek grants and 
other contributions wherever 
possible and have some minor 
sales income.

As partner contributions 
have not increased to match 
inflation for many years, whilst 

real costs are escalating fast, 
the income generation target 
increases sharply each year - 
inevitably meaning more work 
for the small Project team and 
volunteers, which in turn leads 
to changes in the way we have 
to operate. In recent years this 
has meant that many of our 
traditional activities have had 
to be stopped or reduced in 
order to accommodate the 
new (income generating) work.

The role and value of 
Volunteers
Since the Covid pandemic 
lockdowns and other 
restrictions, the way we 
work with volunteers has 
changed to some degree in 
parallel with our need to be 
slightly more 'business-like' 
(see above). However, the 
role of volunteers has not 
been diminished, in fact the 
importance of our volunteers 
has inevitably increased as 

Greenways Project Area Map

Scout Headquarters (next to St Peter’s Church), 
Stoke Park Drive, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 9TH 

Office: 07736 826076 
greenways.project@ipswich.gov.uk

www.wildipswich.org
Twitter: @greenwaysproj

Instagram & Facebook: @greenwaysproject

The Greenways Countryside Project 
exists to protect and enhance the 
countryside, landscape and open 
space across an area of about 100 
square kilometres in and around 

the town of Ipswich, and home to 
around one quarter of the population 
of Suffolk, for the benefit of wildlife 
and local people. The project relies 
on volunteers to complete much of 

its practical conservation work.
The Greenways Project is a very 
successful and well-established 
partnership between Ipswich 

Borough Council, Babergh District 
Council, East Suffolk Council and the 

local community.

8



Millennium Wood, coppicing
Since this new woodland was conceived, active 
management was always intended to ensure that we 
could maximise the biodiversity and complement the 
neighbouring Ancient Woodland of Spring Wood, as 
well as ensuring tree growth did not interfere with the 
high-voltage overhead lines.

Much management effort over the last few years has 
concentrated on regular coppicing (cutting down to near 
ground level and allowing to regrow, denser) of trees 
under the power lines - especially fast-growing pioneer 
species such as willow and birch. Last winter however, 
we were able to coppice a block of the naturally 
regenerated woodland away from the lines, further 
helping to diversify the structure of the new woodland.

Millennium Wood was created by a mix of planting 
some areas with a nursery crop of oak or hazel (under 
the power lines), as both of these species are known 
to have been planted in Spring Wood in the past. The 
remainder of the site was fenced to prevent rabbit 
grazing so that trees could naturally grow from local 
seed - what is now known as 're-wilding'. Therefore 
every tree growing in Millennium Wood which is not 
oak or hazel, we know has self-sown from local trees 
- so they are ideally suited to the local conditions, and 
have thus established very successfully!

Millennium Wood not only supports a wide range of 
typical woodland species, but also has resident hazel 
dormice and regular sightings of purple emperor 
butterflies - both enjoying the mosaic structure of the 
wood created by our regular coppicing. 

Examples of site work

99

the workload has risen. The 
Project has just two staff 
members, compared with 
approximately six 'full-time 
equivalents' in the form of 
volunteers. The number of 
volunteer days worked per 
year has decreased since 
Covid, somewhat inevitably, 
but our practical productivity 
has increased.

Volunteers help us with 
everything from practical 
site-based management work 
to producing this magazine! 
Volunteers are central to the 
public events that we run 
and work tirelessly to create 
thousands of 'wildlife homes' 
- bug homes, bird boxes and 
hedgehog houses - usually in 
kit form to be assembled by 
children and families at events. 

The Nature Reserves and 
Green Spaces
The vast majority of the sites 

we help to look after are fully 
open to the public to come 
and enjoy in lots of ways. 
Thus we need to maintain 
and improve the visitor 
infrastructure just as much 
as we have to maintain and 
improve the wildlife habitats 
on each site.

Autumn and winter are our 
busiest times with most of the 
habitat management work 
carried out in these short 
months whilst much wildlife 
is dormant or less active. 
Spring and summer tend to be 
focussed on people! Keeping 
paths clear, repairing and 
building new paths, bridges 
and boardwalks, installing 
signs and information boards, 
and inevitably, picking litter! 
In this year, we worked on 45 
different sites carrying out an 
extraordinarily broad range 
of activities. Just a handful of 
examples of our work follow.

Northern Fringe

1 Chestnut Pond, Rushmere St 
Andrew 

2 Rushmere Street Wildlife Corridor
3 Limes Pond
4 Fonnereau Way
5 Grundisburgh Millennium 

Meadow
6 Lyttleton’s Meadow, Grundisburgh
7 The Beeches Primary School, 

Whitton
8 Sutton Hoo, National Trust
9 Woodbridge Road, Rushmere St 

Andrew

 
Western Fringe and the River 

1 Alderman Canal (LNR)
2 River Path – Stoke Bridge
3 River Path – Princes St to West End 

Rd
4 River Path – West End Road
5 River Path – West End Rd to 

Handford Rd
6 River Path – Handford Rd- 

Yarmouth Rd
7 River Path – Yarmouth Rd to 

Riverside Road
8 River Path – Boss Hall
9 Sproughton Nature Reserve
10 River Path – A14 to Sproughton
11 Churchman Way

LNR  = Local Nature Reserve
CWS  = County Wildlife Site
SSSI  = Site of Special Scientific Interest

List of sites

Belstead Brook Park
and Southern Fringe 

1 Spring Wood (LNR)
2 Kiln Meadow (LNR)
3 Millennium Wood (LNR)
4 Bobbits Lane Meadows (LNR)
5 Ashground Plantation and 

Whitland Close area
6 Bobbits Lane – upper area
7 Butterfly Ride
8 Stoke Park Wood (LNR)
9 Ellenbrook Meadow and open 

space
10 Burnet Meadow and Thorington 

Park area
11 Belstead Meadows
12 Thorington Hall Farm area
13 Belstead Heath
14 Bourne Park
15 Netley Close open space
16 Lynnbrook Wildlife Area
 
Eastern Fringe 

1 Martlesham Heath (SSSI)
2 Martlesham Common (CWS, LNR)
3 Mill Stream (LNR), Rushmere St 

Andrew
4 Sandlings, (LNR), Rushmere St 

Andrew 
5 Warren Heath (CWS)
6 Broke Hall School
7  Broke Hall Playing Field, 

Rushmere St Andrew
8  Ipswich Golf Club, Purdis Heath
9 Malcolm Road Wildlife Areas

Continued on next page 9



2021/22 Greenways Annual Report continued

Examples of site work continued
Kiln Meadow, new ponds
As part of a project to try to reduce flooding problems 
on one of the paths in this Local Nature Reserve in 
Belstead Brook Park, we recently created two new 
small ponds to effectively slow the flow of a previously 
piped watercourse and encourage evaporation. 

Clearly the new ponds would also be fabulous new 
habitat as well! Since their creation at the end of last 
winter, the ponds have not only successfully prevented 
the path flooding, but have also been frequented by 
several species of dragonflies and damselflies and a 
grass snake! As they establish, many more species will 
take advantage of the water on offer, and hopefully 
some of the local toads will take to breeding on these 
ponds rather than crossing Bobbits Lane!

New ponds are usually very popular with a wide range 
of species especially dragonflies and damselflies, so we 
try to not only manage existing ponds by occasional 
de-silting to prevent loss or drying out, but also 
create new ponds across our wetland sites wherever 
appropriate. This goes some small way towards 
redressing the balance of the catastrophic loss in the 
number of ponds in the country in the last century.

Martlesham Common, new scrapes
Martlesham Common Local Nature Reserve is an important remnant of the once expansive heathland habitat 
that stretched from Ipswich to Kessingland. Today, the site is small and relatively isolated from other large areas 
of heathland and as such is vulnerable to the loss of specialist heathland species. In recent years, we have been 
carrying out additional work on the site to try to maximise its value to a wide range of species, with the successful 
return of silver-studded blue butterflies. 

With funding from an adjacent development, we have been able to step up our work to control invasive bracken, 
create new areas of heather and heathland wildflowers, and manage the mosaic of micro-habitats across the site. 
This work has most notably included the removal of built-up layers of dead bracken (bracken litter) which can 
prevent any other pant species being able to establish.  This litter layer 
removal is best achieved by excavator as often it can be more than half 
a metre deep! Once down to less nutritious soil or even bare sand, 
heather seed (collected locally) can be spread along with appropriate 
wildflower species. Areas of bare ground and newly regenerating 
heather are two vital heathland habitats - so we expect more species to 
be recorded here in the coming years.

10
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2021/22 Greenways Annual Report continued

Sproughton Nature Reserve, willow pollards 
and otter holt
Traditionally across East Anglia, the regular 
pollarding (cutting trees above the reach of grazing 
animals and allowing to regrow) of riverside willows 
generated valuable leaf-hay to keep livestock going 
through the challenging winter months. Inadvertently 
this regular cutting created wonderfully gnarly and 
hollow trunks that benefitted a wide range of wildlife 
species. At Sproughton Nature Reserve we have 
been re-instating this form of management to benefit 
wildlife and help prevent more of the willows 
collapsing across the river path. 

The willow trees are far from ancient - mostly 
planted by the Gipping Valley project with our help 
about 25 years ago - but with regular cutting, their 
very fast-growing nature will mean that these trees 
will become much more interesting for wildlife and 
may well soon be considered 'veteran' (this term 
relates predominantly to the age of a tree, but varies 
greatly with species type).

With some of the larger cut stems we were able to 
build an artificial otter holt on the bank of the river 
to further encourage this species in the reserve.



A series of successful events
Colin Hullis  Ipswich Wildlife Group

The Early May Bank Holiday Monday 
saw the return of our Spring Wood 
Day event after a two year absence 
due to Covid restrictions.

And what an event it was thanks to 
the hundreds of people attending and 
to the willing and tireless volunteers 
from Greenways, Friends of Belstead 
Brook Park and IWG who make 

Secretary Leila Matata
iwg@wildipswich.org      www.wildipswich.org

Facebook@IpswichWildlifeGroup

Ipswich Wildlife Group is a registered charity, 
relying entirely on volunteers, that promotes 
interest in, and conservation of, wildlife and 

habitats in and around Ipswich.

the whole day happen. It was most 
gratifying to have thanks expressed 
by lots of those attending, many of 
whom gave us encouragement by 
asking for months beforehand if the 
event was to take place.

We stuck to the traditional format of 
encouraging people to experience the 
natural attractions of Spring Wood 

Meanwhile, springtime in the 
Greenways barn at Thorington Hall 
found new members of the Wildlife 
Homes work party under the continued 
leadership of Martin Cant, enjoying 
new experiences and a surprising event. 
The first of the new members, Melvyn 
Eke takes up the story:

Barny the Wren - Melvyn Eke
The Greenways barn never fails to 
astonish and impress the newest 
member of the 'Barny Army'!

I was made to feel welcome by my old 
mate Colin (Captain or Foreman) Hullis, 
Andy, Peter, Arthur, Derek, James and 
Co. I was also encouraged to relive 
my schoolboy woodwork skills in the 
production of bird, bat and bug boxes. 

During one of our work sessions, we 
were advised by James that a Wren 
had built a nest in a collection of rope 
hanging inside the barn where we hold 
the weekly work party. 

Whilst keeping a fair distance and with 
zoom lens on my camera, I managed to 
get several photos. Firstly as the adults 

and Kiln Meadow by organizing 
guided walks to identify the birds, 
flowers and trees of the Local 
Nature Reserve area. There was 
also traditional music, maypole and 
exotic dancing, storytelling and 
demonstrations of traditional wood 
crafts.

Here's to next year's event.

started to feed the three chicks, whilst 
playing hide and seek as they entered 
the nest and keeping a beady eye on 
us all, and finally one of the fledged 
chicks.

A happy ending all round . Well done 
Barny the Wren, our newest/ latest IWG 
member.

A
ll w
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elvyn Eke
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Traditional music is enjoyed all day long Willing and tireless volunteers make it happen



Holywells has a varied 
mix of habitats that are 
well suited to bats. At 
the start of the evening, 
we gather at an oak tree 
which is known to be 
used by roosting bats. As 
the light begins to fade, 
with bat detectors in 
hand, we look overhead 
for Noctule Bats which 
do tend to appear first. 
This is Britain's largest bat 
with a wing span up to 
400mm. They are mostly 
seen flying overhead but 
are also picked up on 
the bat detectors with a 
characteristic ‘chip chop’ 
sound. 

The other two species we 
expect to see are Common 
Pipistrelle and Soprano 
Pipistrelle. These are 
the most common and 
widespread of British bats, 
they can only be told apart 
by their call range. On the 
detector, a series of clicks 
turns into a ‘wetter’ slap 
sound. Pipistrelles weigh 
between 3-8grams, about 
the same as a 2p piece! 
Holywells Park has several 

For the first time in over two years, Friends of Holywells Park Bat Night has been able to go ahead. 
This is always a popular event with up to 50 people attending. We are lucky to have a local bat 
expert to lead the walk around the park. Although never guaranteed, we usually expect to be able to 
see and identify three species of bats. 

ponds which are excellent 
places to watch for, and 
listen to Pipistrelles 
catching insects. 

The Wednesday orchard 
work party continues its 
good work maintaining 
this beautiful space. 
Thanks go to our awesome 
volunteers. We’re all 
looking forward to Apple 
Day on Saturday 15th 
October especially as it 
looks like there’ll be a 
bumper crop of apples and 
quince this year.

Friends of 
Holywells Park

The Group aims to work in partnership 
with Ipswich Borough Council to 
improve and promote the Park. 

Contact: fohpipswich@gmail.com 
www.holywellspark.org.uk 

facebook.com/holywellsparkipswich

Bats in the Park
Yvonne and Andy  Friends of Holywells Park  

Apple Day 15 October Holywells Park bat boxes in situ

Common Pipistrelle bats, courtesy Suffolk Bat Group
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Fascinating wildlife at The Dales
Kaye Roberts  Secretary, Friends of the Dales

Friends of 
the Dales

The Dales is a small Local Nature 
Reserve situated off Dales Road 

in Ipswich.

For details of the Friends Group 
please contact secretary Kaye Roberts 
kayefotdsec@virginmedia.com or find 

us on Facebook by searching 
Friends of the Dales

Slow worms are unable to 
control their internal body 
temperature so have to live 
underground during the 
colder weather and then 
become active again in 
March/April. In the autumn, 
vegetation was cleared in 
their preferred area in the 
Dales to enable new growth 
ready for when the slow 
worms reappear. These 
photos were taken during 
the April work party.

The larger pond always 
attracts a large number of 
frogs and at present there are 
many young frogs living in 
the surrounding vegetation.

June's work party was mainly 
devoted to litter picking, but 
this was not too onerous as 
there are several dog walkers 
on their daily rounds who 
pick up litter. A big Thank-
You to all of you who do 
this. For some reason the 

Council's waymark posts 
are still being pulled out 
of the ground, which are 
then reinstated during the 
work parties. New posts 
were installed to one of the 
benches by the wildflower 
meadow following vandalism 
so there are plenty of 
places to stop and enjoy the 
reserve's habitats.

For the July work party there 
was yet again a good turnout 
of volunteers and we set 
about clearing the plethora 
of nettles and brambles that 
were overhanging the main 
paths and partly obscuring 
the minor ones, so all are 
passable now. Sam, the IBC 
Ranger, donned waders and 
entered the main pond to 
clear the abundance of water 
soldier that has smothered 
the pond this summer. This 
work was much appreciated 
by the moorhens and two of 
their chicks from the second 
brood. 

The Bryony Mining Bee
Sam Chamberlin,  Ipswich 
Borough Council Ranger
During the work party 
on 8th June, whilst 
undertaking routine footpath 
maintenance, we observed 
an increase of insect activity 
centred round a climbing 
sprawl of white bryony.  

Numerous bees were 
collecting pollen from the 
flowers and in particular, 
a very distinctive species, 
the Bryony Mining Bee 
(Andrena florea). Modern 

Slow worm

records are confined to 
southern England, however 
it is understood that the 
distribution of this species 
has progressed further into 
the south east. We have 
found the species to be 
present in other open spaces 
across Ipswich. 

In Britain the species is 
solely reliant on White 
Bryony (Bryonia diocia) 

Andrenaflorea - the Bryony Mining Bee Water soldier smothered the pond

for pollen, whilst it will 
visit other flowers such as 
bramble for nectar. It is 
easily identifiable in the 
field by two upper complete 
red bands on tergites 1 and 
2, however the boldness of 
these bands can be variable. 
Please keep a look out for 
this species and send in 
your records to IBC Wildlife 
Rangers.
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The Ipswich Tree Warden 
Network, is run through 

Ipswich Borough Council’s 
Parks and Cemeteries 
Department, managed by The 
Wildlife Team. The national 
scheme is the responsibility of 
The Tree Council and aims to 
create networks of passionate 
volunteers who protect, 
enhance, and represent trees 
and woodlands across the UK.
 
In Ipswich, as well as 
planting new trees, the 

network is responsible for 
helping manage our existing 
trees, woodlands and 
orchards as well as running 
events to engage the residents 
and visitors of Ipswich with 
the fantastic trees in the 
town.

From guided walks, 
to working with local 
schools and parks friends’ 
groups, and work with the 

All the conservation organisations 
working together to inspire local 

people to help wildlife throughout 
the town and beyond.
www.wildipswich.org

Ipswich Tree Warden Network – Branching Out

community, there are plenty 
of ways to engage with trees, 
people, and wildlife in this 
role.

For more information 
about the role contact the 
Ipswich Tree Warden Co-
Ordinator, Sarah Kilshaw, on 
Ipswichtreewardens@ipswich.
gov.uk or visit www.ipswich.
gov.uk/content/volunteering-
our-parks-and-countryside. 

After several months of organisation, Ipswich Tree Warden Network is finally live!

Creating new woodland areas in the town’s parks. Volunteers making a difference.
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With the trees sprouting 
fresh green leaves in April, 
eight volunteers worked 
hard in Stoke Park Wood 
clearing paths and picking 
litter. Although this is only 
a small space, it’s amazing 
that it has a real diversity 
of habitats: open meadow, 
dense woodland, scrub and 

It's good to be appreciated   
Ann Havard  Friends of Belstead Brook Park

wet areas. Because of this 
diversity it supports at least 
80 plant species, 14 breeding 
bird species and 9 butterfly 
species. Not bad for such a 
small site! 

At the beginning of May 
several Friends joined 
Ipswich Wildlife Group in 
their gazebo at Spring Wood 
Day and helped children to 
make bug hotels. We were 
kept busy all day and it was 
a lovely day especially after 
two years absence due to the 
pandemic.

At the Friends work party in 
mid-May a small group set to 
work to clear the bird viewing 
mound in Bobbits Lane 
Meadow. This was hard work 
as the vegetation had grown 
into the gravel path and was 
tough to pull out. However by 
the end of the morning you 
could certainly see what we 
had done. 

Friends of Belstead Brook Park
www.wildipswich.org 

Email: fobbp@wildipswich.org  
Friends of Belstead Brook Park 

(FoBBP) was set up in 2002 to help 
look after the 250 acres of informal 
country park on the south-western 
fringe of Ipswich. The group runs 
practical work parties, helps raise 

funds for improvements and acts as 
‘eyes and ears’, passing information 

back to the Greenways Project.

... and afterThe bird viewing mound before restoration . . .

Another great clean up in Stoke Park Wood Boardwalk repair in Ashground Plantation

June saw us back 
in Stoke Park Wood 
with the trees now 
in full leaf and the 
grass in need of 
a haircut. James 
operated the bar 
mower and the 
rest of us raked up 
the grass and put it 
into habitat piles. 
It was a warm 
day and we only 
spent a few hours raking but 
it makes you realise how fit 
farm workers in the past must 
have been to work all day in 
the fields. Even though this 
sort of conservation work is 
hard work, it’s also thought 
provoking and gives you a real 
practical link with the past.
We were lucky that on a 
very hot day in July we 
were working in Ashground 
Plantation under the shade of 
the trees repairing rotten bits of 
the board walk. This entailed 
snipping the chicken wire off 

the old boards and bending 
it out of the way. Then a new 
board was put in place and 
secured with nails. Finally a 
new piece of chicken wire was 
stapled on top. Unfortunately, 
one section of boardwalk had 
collapsed due to the supports 
rotting away. This had to be 
shored up first. There is still 
work to be done here, so we’ll 
be back.

Several people thanked us 
on Facebook – it’s good to be 
appreciated. 

Raking the meadow



We have had a very busy few months. We were delighted to host a group of Cub Scouts, Pack 219 from 
RAF Lakenheath. They did a fantastic job of moving our huge pile of chippings onto a muddy path. 
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Portal Woodlands 
Conservation Group

Enquiries: Martlesham Parish Council 
01473 612632 pwcg.onesuffolk.net or 
email pwcg.martlesham@gmail.com

The PORTAL WOODLANDS 
CONSERVATION GROUP is dedicated 
to conserving the woodlands west of 

the Suffolk Police HQ and alongside the 
A1214 encouraging the local wildlife to 
thrive while preserving historical sites 

of interest and inspiring people to enjoy 
the nature surrounding them. Volunteers 
meet each month to work on a variety 
of projects and everybody is welcome 
to join this friendly group. All required 

training and necessary tools are provided.

Fungus and glow-worms at Portals Woodland
Stephen Corley  Chairman Portal Woodlands Conservation Group

Volunteer Work Mornings 
(all ages welcome - no need to 

book) Meet at the Education Area 
from 10.00am – Noon.

Saturday 17th September
Sunday 16th October

Saturday 19th November
Sunday 18th December

Please bring your own gloves, refreshments 
and, if possible, tools. Please visit https://

pwcg.onesuffolk.net/volunteer-work-
mornings/ for full details of how we are 
operating our volunteer work mornings 

to manage COVID-19. For more details of 
the Group’s events, and to check for date 
changes, please go to: pwcg.onesuffolk.

net/ or join our members’ Facebook Group 
by messaging Duncan Sweeting.

Our Volunteers have focused 
on clearing the two tumuli 
(bronze-age burial mounds) of 
bramble, bracken and nettles. 
They planted hazel saplings 
to build up the new hedge we 
had started. They also put up 
some more bird boxes – two 
that had been built by the 1st 
Martlesham Scouts and one 
kindly donated by a local 
resident. At last we were able 

to start repairing the wooden 
fencing around the pond that 
had been vandalised and in 
part become rotten. A small 
team installed new posts, 
attached rails and fitted a new 
gate fashioned from rails.

Spring brought a good 
showing of flowers, 
particularly daffodils, violets, 
and bluebells and into 

The cub scouts keen to get to work

Dog vomit slime mould
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A team of volunteers installed a new fence and gate
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summer foxgloves towered 
through the greenery adding 
some colour. Butterflies 
seen were red admiral, 
green-veined white and 
speckled wood. Amongst 
the undergrowth, early 
shoots of sulphur tuft fungus, 
and a bright example of 
the bizarrely looking and 
unpalatably named dog vomit 
slime mould, also known 
as scrambled egg slime 
mould (Fuligo septica). Of 
note there was recorded, a 
copper-coloured slow-worm 
enjoying the warmth and a 
spider lurking in its funnel 
web waiting to pounce. 
Visitors reported seeing a 
large red damselfly feeding on 
its prey, and several sightings 
of muntjac deer. This year’s 
glow-worm survey counted 
the eerie green lights of 10 
females dotted around the 
woodland. This number is still 
very low, but it is good to be 
in double figures after several 
years of just a few. 

A big thank you to East 
Suffolk Council for funds from 
their Community Partnership 
Small Grant Scheme, which 
has enabled us to purchase 
some tools for our Group.

A big thank you to the 
Suffolk Tree Warden Network 
who kindly donated 80 
saplings of various wildlife-
friendly hedge species, 
which had been grown by 
the Woodland Trust. We 

Clearing brash from the tumulus
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planted these to create a 
hedge along one of the 
perimeters of the woodlands.



18

Ipswich's swifts need your help
Eddie Bathgate  Suffolk Bird Group Projects Officer

Swifts weigh the same as a 
Cadbury Crème Egg and can 
spend the first two years of 
their life flying, only coming 
down to land when they start 
to breed. Since Roman times 
Swifts have taken advantage 
of the gaps under tiles and 
around gutters to nest in the 
nooks and crannies of older 
buildings.

Swifts don’t start breeding 
until they are four years old 
and can live until they are 
20. They pair for life and are 
nest site faithful, the same 
adults go back to the same 
nest sites year after year, 
arriving each May. Swifts nest 
communally, many pairs may 
nest close together and their 
numbers are boosted in June 
when the younger two and 
three year old non-breeding 
Swifts arrive looking for 
their own future nest sites. 
Their screaming aerobatic 
displays as they circle low 
around nest sites are a joy 
to watch over the summer. 
The young fledge in August 
and September and all Swifts 
migrate off to spend the 
winter over the Congo Basin, 
flying continuously and only 
ever land when they return 
here to nest.

Swift Trouble
Despite having few natural 
predators our Ipswich Swift 
population is in rapid decline, 
halved in the last 20 years. 
There are undoubtably fewer 
insects for them to feed on 
but the primary reason for 
the decline in Ipswich’s Swift 
population is the result of 
the loss of their natural nest 
sites during renovation or 
refurbishment works. Modern 
building techniques simply do 
not permit these nooks and 
crannies to remain, all must 
be sealed so leaving Swifts 
homeless.

Swift Help - SOSSwifts
Save Our Suffolk Swifts is a 

 Enquiries: 

info@suffolkbirdgroup.org

www.suffolkbirdgroup.org

Twitter: suffolkbirds1

SBG is the Group for people 

interested in the birds of Suffolk, 

providing a network and a voice 

for birdwatchers in the county.

joint project between Suffolk 
Bird Group and Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust. Our aims are to both 
protect then expand existing 
natural nest sites and to help 
you create new ones by fitting 
nest boxes onto suitable 
elevations. New Swift colonies 
can be created by fitting nest 
boxes onto suitable elevations 
and playing recordings of their 
calls helps Swifts find these 
breeding sites. The younger, 
non-breeding birds are very 
curious and are attracted in to 

An adult Swift inspecting one of the newly-installed nest boxes

prospect these sites. Swifts have 
to learn how to approach and 
will first tap the box, then land 
to look inside. This may well be 
the first time they have landed.

SOSSwifts are very happy to 
help you do this. We provide 
free surveys and advice and 
can even supply nest boxes 
too if needed. We know that 
Swift conservation works. 
Residents in Marlborough 
Road have created a large 
colony and you can too, 
enabling you to watch their 
aerobatic screaming displays 
over your garden for summers 
to come. 

Existing natural nest sites can 
be protected by logging the 
locations of their low-level 
screaming and where you see 
Swifts going in to breed. Log 
both nest sites and where you 
see them screaming below roof 
height on SwiftMapper.org.
uk, or their smartphone app. 
This information gets passed 
onto Suffolks’ planners who 
will obligate their nest bricks or 
boxes when issuing planning 
permissions. This helps protect, 
then expand existing colonies. 

Swift conservation is easy, 
and works. For free help 
and advice please view the 
Suffolk Bird Group Swift 
page below or email Swifts@
SuffolkBirdGroup.org. We are 
here to help you help Swifts.

Young Swifts soon to fly the nest
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We are here to help you help Swifts. 
www.suffolkbirdgroup.org/sos-swifts
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March: Back in the mid-
1970s, it was not every year 
that a Cliffchaff would be 
heard singing in the park 
before the end of March and 
unthinkable that a Blackcap 
would be present before the 
end of the first week in April. 

How times have changed! – 
by the end of March this year 
at least three of both Cliffchaff 
and Blackcap were singing 
in the park. It is almost 
certain that these Blackcaps 
and Cliffchaffs are genuine 
summer visitors rather than 
birds that have overwintered 
in Britain.

Redwings gather in the park 
every year in late winter prior 
to emigration. They feed on 
the grass areas, building up 
energy resources prior to 
their departure for eastern or 
northern Europe. The peak 
gathering this year was 50. 
Another bird present in the 
park prior to emigration was 
the Woodcock which was 
flushed by a dog from dense 
scrub. Additional March 
highlights included a pair of 
Peregrine Falcons in display 
flight and a Little Egret (first 
site record) flying over.

April: One of the two pairs of 
Little Grebes on Wilderness 
Pond in early April was seen 
feeding a single chick, this 
juvenile survived and was 
still present into July. What is 
likely to have been one of the 
second pair was the victim 
of Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
seen feeding on the dead 
grebe. Broods of six and nine 
Mallard ducklings were on 
Wilderness Pond but only 
two survived. Overall, four 
broods of Canada Geese, 
totalling 15 birds, were noted 
on Wilderness Pond but only 
three survived to maturity.

A pair of Grey Wagtails 
was pursuing insects on the 
surface of the Round Pond’s 
blanket weed and a rare sight 
these days was of a Kestrel 
over the park.

May: The park’s most popular 
ornithological event so far this 
year occurred on 21st when 

an adult Tawny Owl (Mabel?), 
accompanied by three downy 
youngsters, was discovered in 
an oak tree beside Westerfield 
Road entrance. These owls 
were present until at least 
early June and attracted a 
steady stream of admirers.

A pair of Little Grebes was 
accompanied by three 
newly-hatched juveniles on 
Wilderness Pond, but these 
youngsters were not found on 
any subsequent dates.

In the middle of the Round 
Pond is a platform from which 
emanate spectacular jets 
of water in the spring and 
summer to aerate the pond. 
By the 3rd a pair of Moorhens 
was nest building on this 
platform and one of the adults 
was later incubating on the 
nest. The parks department 
was requested not to switch 
on the jets of water, which 
would have caused the 
Moorhens to abandon the 
nest. Much to their credit, the 
parks department complied 
with my request and the birds 
were still incubating at the 
month’s end.

New broods of ten and five 
Mallard ducklings were noted 
this month, but only four 
survived. A pair of Mandarin 
Ducks on Wilderness Pond 
had four ducklings of which 
two were present at the 
month’s end. A pair of Grey 
Wagtails was seen food-
collecting on the edge of 
Wilderness Pond and a fully-
fledged juvenile Grey Wagtail 
was seen pursuing insects 
on the roof of Christchurch 
Mansion. Swifts were late to 
arrive, with none being noted 
over the park before the 10th.
 
June:  The Moorhens on the 
Round Pond aeration platform 
(see above) had three chicks 
on the 8th, but they were 
not seen after that date. 
Undeterred, by  the 18th, the 
pair were incubating a second 
clutch. Many thanks again to 
the park’s managers for not 
switching on the jets of water. 

The last Mandarin duckling 
from the brood of four 

was last seen on the 9th. A 
new brood of six Mandarin 
ducklings seen on the 6th was 
not seen on any subsequent 
dates, At least 18 adult 
Mandarin Ducks assembled 
on Wilderness Pond for their 
annual moult. New broods of 
six and two Mallard ducklings 
were located in June and only 
two, on the Round Pond, 
survived. 

Only about 100 metres 
outside the park, a drone 
being flown low over Ipswich 
School’s Henley Road 
entrance was being viciously 
mobbed by Lesser Black-
backed Gulls. Although none 
of the gulls actually hit the 
drone, one of them managed 
to defecate accurately onto 
the machine!

A successful Great Spotted 
Woodpeckers’ nest was 
located in an oak tree, but 
for the first recorded time, 
there was no evidence of 
Greenfinches breeding in the 
park this year. Surprisingly, 

Friends of 
Christchurch Park
Chair: Peter Gray 07709 634161       

Membership Secretary: Robert Fairchild 
01473 254255

www.friendsofchristchurchpark.co.uk        
Follow us on Facebook@Christchurch Park and 

Twitter@ChristchurchPk

The sole purpose of the Friends Group is to 
help look after the Park for the public good, 

and to promote its welfare. Anyone who 
shares this aim is welcome to join. For a small 

annual fee of £10 you can join in Friends 
activities all year round, including Illustrated 
talks and discussions, Guided Park walks and 

Practical conservation work. You will also 
receive an informal seasonal newsletter. 

Christchurch Park Bird Report
Philip Murphy  Friends of Christchurch Park

Mandarin Duck on the Wilderness Pond

a Curlew was seen over the 
park, the first site-record of this 
large wader. 

Many thanks to Tony Powell, 
Brian Macdonald and Mark 
Dowling for providing much of 
the information for this article.

Moorhen chick
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Wildlife Rangers
Office : 01473 433998 

park.rangers@ipswich.gov.uk 
Stable Block, Holywells Park, 
Cliff Lane, Ipswich IP3 0PG

The Wildlife & Education Rangers are 
responsible for the management of 

wildlife areas within the town’s parks 
and other green spaces. As well as 
carrying out practical management, 
the team runs an events programme 

and works with many local schools to 
engage and inspire the public about 

the wildlife Ipswich has to offer.
Cllr Phil Smart, Sarah Kilshaw, Cllr Richard Pope and Cllr Carole Jones with Tree City of the World Flag

Volunteers and IBC staff planting a new Miyawaki Woodland at Castle Hill Recreation ground in February 2022

Ipswich Recognised as Tree City of the World
Sarah Kilshaw  Ipswich Borough Council Wildlife Rangers

Ipswich is now one of 138 
towns and cities globally, 
one of only 19 in the UK 
and the first for East Anglia 
to be given the accolade. 

Ipswich Borough Council 
applied to the Arbor Day 
Foundation and the Food 
and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations in 
December 2021 and have 
recently been awarded Tree 
City of the World 2021 
Status. 

This international award 
aims to celebrate places 
with dedication to urban 

forestry, with a clear 
approach to increasing and 
protecting tree cover, as well 
as engaging communities 
in tree planting and 
management. 

From the creation of the 
Ipswich Tree Board and 
Ipswich’s new Tree Charter 
to the sustainable conversion 
of Corsican Pine into wildlife 
homes in the Bridge Wood 

Restoration Project and 
numerous tree planting 
events over the last year, 
Ipswich has significantly 
improved its efforts for trees. 

Since the application, 
the town has celebrated 
Ipswich Loves Trees 
Week in February, with a 
commemorative Foxglove 
Tree, a high carbon 
absorbing species planted 
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in Christchurch Park on 
Valentine’s Day, as well 
as planting almost 3000 
trees across the parks and 
open spaces of the town. 
This included planting 5 
experimental Miyawaki 
woodlands, a community 
Orchard at Braziers Meadow 
and over 100 large standard 
trees. All these trees were 
funded by successful 
applications to the Urban 
Tree Challenge Fund and the 
Treescapes Fund. 

In response to this award, 
Ipswich Borough Council 
has partnered with The Tree 
Council and Suffolk Tree 
Warden Network to launch 
a new volunteer scheme in 
Ipswich called the Ipswich 
Tree Warden Network. 
This scheme aims to bring 
together people passionate 
about trees and the 
environment to help grow, 
plant, manage and engage 
the people of Ipswich with, 
trees. See more information 
on Tree Wardens on page 15. 

Ipswich was also awarded a 
Bees Needs Award for efforts 
for pollinators at Bourne 
Park, Alexandra Park and 
Braziers Meadow for the 2nd 
consecutive year. 

©
 Ipsw

ich B
orough C

ouncil



2121

©
 Tim

 Kenny

Ipswich Local Group
Group Leader Tim Kenny 

Tel 01394 809236 
ipswichrspblocalgroup@yahoo.com      

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/Ipswich 
 

Ipswich RSPB Local Group is for everyone interested in 
birds and other wildlife in the Ipswich area and beyond. 
Come along to our indoor talks, held monthly between 

September to April at Rushmere St Andrew Church 
Hall, get out and experience nature first hand on one of 
our regular field meetings. Three times a year you will 
receive the ‘Orwell Observer’ magazine. Membership 

costs £3 per year (£1 for Juniors). For more information 
see the Events Diary in this magazine, visit our website 

or email as per details above. 

Birdlife under pressure
Tim Kenny Leader, RSPB Ipswich Group

As I write this, there is an 
unprecedented red weather warning 
issued for extreme heat covering 
England due to start in two days. 
With temperatures predicted to hit 
40 degrees C for the first time in this 
country, it got me thinking about how 
much more regular these kind of hot 
weather events are becoming. It would 
appear to my slightly unscientific mind 
that the climate crisis is already here.

It looks likely that our birdlife will 
have to adopt the habits of their 
Mediterranean counterparts in the future. 
Like the people, the birds tend to keep 
out of the sun during the hottest part of 
the day, getting all their work done early 
in the morning and during the evening. 
Any birder heading to those sunnier 
climbs knows that, even if they do go out 
in the midday sun as we Englishmen are 
wont to do, the birds will be roosting in 
the shade waiting for the day to cool off. 
My advice if you ever find yourself on 
a birding break by the Med is to get up 
early, have a leisurely lunch and head 
for the pool between one and four in the 
afternoon, before doing some evening 
birding before sunset. 

The other issue exercising our minds 
at the moment is avian influenza. Bird 
flu has swept through many seabird 
colonies and has unfortunately reached 
Minsmere. I heard somebody on local 

radio question why dead birds have 
been left in situ there rather than being 
removed. The RSPB’s volunteers there (of 
which I am one) are under instruction 
not to remove dead birds whilst bird flu 
is about. The reasons for this are twofold; 
firstly any handling of birds could 
increase spread of the disease and also 
increases the risk of transfer to humans; 
secondly, removal of corpses at this stage 
of the breeding season is likely to cause 
disturbance and could lead to nests 
being deserted. The RSPB has calculated 
that the disturbance of breeding birds 
would lead to more death than the risk 
of influenza transmission. It is sad to see, 
as I did, a black-headed gull sitting on 
the nest whilst what I assumed was the 
partner lies dead alongside. 
 
My advice to the general public at this 
time is the same – do not pick up any 
dead or dying birds you may find whilst 
you are out and about. Call the RSPCA 
if you are concerned for a living bird 
(despite what many might think, the 
RSPB does not take care of sick and 
injured birds), otherwise I think it is 
best for nature to take its course, no 
matter how difficult this may be for us to 
witness. Disease is sadly a part of nature 
and hopefully this will have “blown 
through” by the time you read this. 

I read this back and realise that the two 
topics I have covered, climate change 

A black-headed gull incubates next to its deceased partner

and avian influenza, have not made 
for the cheeriest of columns! I promise 
to make the next one cheerier. If you 
are a lover of our feathered friends, we 
would love to welcome you to one of 
our meetings, either outdoor or indoor, 
in the coming months. In June we had 
one of our seasonal highlights watching 
nightjars against the dusk sky, some 
males swooping right over our heads. A 
magical experience – so if this sounds 
like something you would enjoy, please 
come and see us.
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Butterflies, heatwaves and drought
Dr Richard Fox  Head of Science, Butterfly Conservation

Generally speaking, high 
temperatures and lots of 
sunshine provide perfect 
conditions for adult 
butterflies to get on with 
their lives, finding mates, 
visiting flowers, dispersing 

to new areas and, most 
importantly, laying eggs. 
Indeed, the vast majority of 
UK butterfly species also 
occur widely in central and 
southern Europe where they 
routinely experience much 
hotter summer temperatures 
than in the UK’s mild climate. 
And if temperatures really get 
too hot, then the butterflies 
simply become less active 
and retire to the shade.

The problem for butterflies 
is not the heat, but the lack 
of rain because drought is 
a killer. The offspring of the 
butterflies that enjoyed the 
heatwave, the caterpillars 
that have hatched, need fresh 
green plants on which to feed 
– if the plants have withered 
and died due to drought, 
then caterpillars will starve 
and the next generation of 
butterflies, later this year 
or in 2023, will be much 
reduced. 

E.g., Ringlet was seen very 
clearly after the famous 1976 
drought. 1976 itself was a 
great year for butterflies, but 
the long drought, which had 

its origins back in 1975, took 
a heavy toll on this butterfly 
bonanza and numbers 
crashed the following year. 
The wider countryside 
species, those butterflies that 
we encounter in gardens, 
parks and the farmed 
countryside, didn’t fully 
recover until 1984, while 
the specialist butterflies, 
those that require particular 
nature-rich habitats such as 
chalk grassland or heathland, 
have never recovered from 
the double whammy of the 
drought and the large-scale 
destruction of such habitats 
that was rife in that era.

SWT Bradfield Wood 
butterfly walk 
Trevor Goodfellow News 
Editor, Suffolk Butterfly 
Conservation

A calm day with bright sun 
and 29 Celsius. A quick 
reconnaissance before the 
start revealed one Purple 
Emperor (PE) gliding at tree 
top height and another I 
nearly stood on which circled 
me several times as if to land 
but flew away instead.

Chester with his checklist and Trevor

10 members were checked in 
at the entrance to the wood 
and a leisurely walk along 
the main track was bleak 
until a few Silver-washed 
Fritillaries appeared. Many of 
the group were getting some 
close-up photos.

I then led the group past the 
two butterfly meadows, and 
we encountered two more 
PE, one at tree top height 
and one which appeared 
from the ground and flew 
past everyone at waist 
height. Although we didn’t 
find any White Admirals, 
we saw Purple Hairstreak, 
Large skipper, Large white, 
Small white, Green-veined 
white, Peacock, Red admiral, 
Meadow brown, Ringlet, 
Gatekeeper, Comma, and 
male and female Brimstone.

Many thanks to the members: 
Pauline, Nick, John, Joe, 
Derek, Alexis and Bruce, 
Guy and Pam, Jenny and 
Mike for their support, a very 
pleasant walk with such good 
company (and some banter). 
Thanks to SWT for approving 
our members’ event. The 
illusive PE did not sit for 
us, but David and Margie 
Carter sent me a photo taken 
at Bradfield wood the day 
before the walk when one 
landed on David’s boot. 

On a second visit on the 
14th, I was accompanied 
by Madelaine, her 4-year-
old son Chester and baby 
daughter Niamh, her 
mother and sister Alannah. 
Madeline had to withdraw 
from the Monday organised 
group walk so I offered a 
tour during my casual visit. 
Chester’s first words were 
‘did you know butterflies 
smell through their feet?’ 
I was impressed with his 
enthusiasm as he called 
out ‘Trevor look, another 
one’ with each sighting. 
We noted all the above-
mentioned species plus 
Speckled Wood and White 
Admiral but no Brimstone.

Butterfly Conservation
Saving butterflies, moths and our 

environment

Membership Secretary 
01379 643665 

www.suffolkbutterflies.org.uk 
email: butterflies@sns.org.uk

Butterfly Conservation is dedicated 
to saving wild butterflies, moths and 

their habitats throughout the UK. 
All Butterfly Conservation members 
who live in Suffolk are automatically 
members of the branch and receive 

our newsletter, the Suffolk Argus, 
three times a year. The Suffolk branch 
is run by volunteers and we would be 
very pleased to hear from you if you 

would like to get involved.

The heatwave experienced by many parts of the UK last summer is of concern for human 
health and the welfare of pets and livestock but what about our butterflies? 
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SEPTEMBER
 
Thursday 8th September 7.30pm RSPB 
Ipswich Group INDOOR MEETING
‘Alaska – Bears, Eagles, Killer Whales and 
more’ Derek Howes, wildlife photographer 
and tour guide. Sponsored by Suffolk 
Fasteners Ipswich. St Andrews Church Hall, 
Rushmere St Andrew, The Street, Rushmere 
IP5 1DH. Group members £3 Non-
members £5.

Saturday 10th September 9.30am RSPB 
Ipswich Group Field Meeting
Felixstowe Ferry and River Deben for 
waders and wildfowl. Meet at 9.30am at 
Felixstowe Ferry car park. TM328377. 2 
hours. 2-3 miles. Walking can be muddy 
and exposed.

Saturday 10th - Sunday 11th September 
Suffolk Bird Group OUTDOOR EVENT
Sandwich Bay Observatory and Oare 
Marshes. Contact the leader to discuss 
car sharing and meeting/arrival times. 
Places available for overnight stay at the 
observatory. Leader: Adam Faiers. Tel. 
07708 521852.

Saturday 17th September 10am - noon 
Portal Woodlands Conservation Group
VOLUNTEER WORK MORNING
All ages welcome - no need to book. Meet 
at the Education Area. Please bring your 
own gloves, refreshments and, if possible, 
tools. Please visit pwcg.onesuffolk.net/
volunteer-work-mornings for full details of 
how we are operating our volunteer work 
mornings post-covid. For more details of 
the Group’s events, and to check for date 
changes, please go to: pwcg.onesuffolk.net 
or join our members’ Facebook Group by 
messaging Duncan Sweeting.

Saturday 24th September 9am Suffolk Bird 
Group OUTDOOR EVENT
Walton-on-the-Naze. Meet at visitor centre 
on Old Hall Lane (free parking in Naze Park 
Road) at 9am. (Long walk possible).Map 
Ref: TM265234.Leader: Ashley Gooding. 
Tel. 07808 044611

Tuesday 27th September 10.30am RSPB 
Ipswich Group MIDWEEK WALK 
Woodbridge and River Deben. Meet at 
10.30am outside Woodbridge Railway 
Station. (Meets 9.17am train from Ipswich). 
TM274487.

Wednesday 28th September 7.30pm 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust Ipswich Group TALK 
Dr Ieuan Evans  (BTO) - The Mystery of 
Bird Migration. Museum Street Methodist 
Church, 17 Black Horse Lane, Ipswich IP1 
2EF.  £3 includes tea and coffee.   

OCTOBER

Saturday 1st October 9.30am Suffolk Bird 
Group OUTDOOR EVENT
Martlesham Creek. Meet at Martlesham 
church car park at 9.30am. (Long walk 
possible). Map Ref: TM261469. Leader: 
Steve Fryett. Tel. 07593 382082.

Events Diary
Saturday 8th October 4pm - Sunday 
9th October 5pm Suffolk Bird Group 
OUTDOOR EVENT
Orfordness (NT) Reserve. Meet: Car park on 
the quay at Orford either late afternoon on 
Saturday if staying overnight on the island 
in self-catering dormitories (shared), or early 
morning on Sunday if just going for the day. 
Places must be reserved and exact times 
confirmed (tide dependent) with Gi Grieco 
on 07951 482547. Map Ref: TM425495. 
Leaders: Gi Grieco and Eddie Bathgate

Thursday 13th October 7.30pm RSPB 
Ipswich Group INDOOR MEETING
‘The Mighty Eagles, Raptor Migration in 
Batumi, Georgia’ Chris Courtney, Chairman 
Suffolk Bird Group and former RSPB Group 
Leader. Sponsored by Mind the Crustacean: 
The Best Band You’ve Never Heard Of. St 
Andrews Church Hall, Rushmere St Andrew, 
The Street, Rushmere IP5 1DH. Group 
members £3 Non-members £5.

Saturday 15th October 11am - 2pm  
Friends of Holywells Park APPLE DAY
Enjoy fresh apple juice, apple fritters, 
homemade soups and more. Have a go 
at apple bobbing and pumpkin carving, 
Apple Quiz and making the longest 
peel. Sales of honey and fruits from the 
orchard. It's all happening in the orchard 
at Holywells Park.

Sunday 16th October 10am - noon Portal 
Woodlands Conservation Group
VOLUNTEER WORK MORNING
All ages welcome - no need to book. Meet 
at the Education Area. Please bring your 
own gloves, refreshments and, if possible, 
tools. Please visit pwcg.onesuffolk.net/
volunteer-work-mornings for full details of 
how we are operating our volunteer work 
mornings post-covid. For more details of 
the Group’s events, and to check for date 
changes, please go to: pwcg.onesuffolk.net 
or join our members’ Facebook Group by 
messaging Duncan Sweeting.

Tuesday 18th October 10.30am RSPB 
Ipswich Group MIDWEEK WALK 
Bourne Bridge area and park. Meet at 
10.30am at Stoke Park Drive car park. 
TM152419

Saturday 22nd October 8am - 11am Suffolk 
Bird Group OUTDOOR EVENT 
Open morning at Landguard Bird 
Observatory. Meet: Main car park, 
View Point Road, Felixstowe Map Ref: 
TM284319. Leader: Nigel Odin. For details 
contact Gi Grieco on 07951 482547.

Saturday 22nd October 10am to 3.30pm 
Greenways Project AUTUMN MEGABASH
Sproughton Nature Reserve. Join Greenways 
and other local groups for a day of habitat 
management and other improvements, 
including access to the island part of the 
reserve (normally closed to people). Please 
bring your own food and drink. Meet by 
the Bailey Bridge - parking available at Boss 
Hall Road car park and walk west along the 
river path for 3/4 mile; or park in the site by 
prior arrangement with Greenways. More 
info from Greenways 07736 826076 or 
email james.baker@ipswich.gov.uk

Sunday 23rd October 9.30am RSPB 
Ipswich Group FIELD MEETING 
Orfordness. Meet at Orford Quay for 
9.30am departure, return 4pm. TM425496. 
£15pp. 3-5 miles. Walking easy, but can be 
wet underfoot. Booking essential as places 
limited. Contact 07765 045182 or email 
chrisc.courtney@yahoo.co.uk   

Wednesday 26th October 7.30pm Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust Ipswich Group TALK
Darren Tansley (Essex Wildlife Trust) - 
'Taming the Flood', The Essex Beaver 
Project. Hear about the beavers' careful 
reintroduction at Spains Hall in Essex. 
Museum Street Methodist Church, 17 Black 
Horse Lane, Ipswich IP1 2EF. £3 includes 
tea and coffee.    

NOVEMBER

Thursday 10th November 7.30pm RSPB 
Ipswich Group INDOOR MEETING 
‘Nest Record Scheme’ Lee Barber BTO. 
Sponsored by Alder Carr Farm Needham 
Market. St Andrews Church Hall, Rushmere 
St Andrew, The Street, Rushmere IP5 1DH. 
Group members £3 Non-members £5.

Sunday 13th November 9am Suffolk Bird 
Group OUTDOOR EVENT
Kessingland to Benacre. Meet at Church 
Road car park at 9am Map Ref: TM533861. 
Leader: Gi Grieco. Tel. 07951 482547.

Sunday 13th November 9am RSPB Ipswich 
Group FIELD MEETING 
Dingle Marshes for winter birds. Meet 
at 9am at Hoist Covert Lodge Road, 
Walberswick. TM483746. 4 hours. 4 miles. 
Walking difficulty moderate with some 
shingle. 

Saturday 19th November 10am - noon 
Portal Woodlands Conservation Group
VOLUNTEER WORK MORNING
All ages welcome - no need to book. Meet 
at the Education Area. Please bring your 
own gloves, refreshments and, if possible, 
tools. Please visit pwcg.onesuffolk.net/
volunteer-work-mornings for full details of 
how we are operating our volunteer work 
mornings post-covid. For more details of 
the Group’s events, and to check for date 
changes, please go to: pwcg.onesuffolk.net 
or join our members’ Facebook Group by 
messaging Duncan Sweeting.

Sunday 20th November 10am to 3.30pm 
Greenways Project WINTER MEGABASH 1
Belstead Brook Park. Join Greenways, 
Ipswich Wildlife Group and others for a day 
of woodland management in Spring Wood 
and Millennium Wood, probably including 
a bonfire! Please bring your own food and 
drink. Meet opposite Bobbits Lane Car Park. 
More info from Greenways 07736 826076 
or email james.baker@ipswich.gov.uk

Wednesday 23h November 7.30pm Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust Ipswich Group TALK
Richard Cuthbert - The Work of the World 
Land Trust. Richard Cuthbert is director of 
conservation at the WLT. Museum Street 
Methodist Church, 17 Black Horse Lane, 
Ipswich IP1 2EF. £3 includes tea and coffee.
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Regular Events
THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 10am - 
1pm SPRING WOOD WORK PARTY
Join Ipswich Wildlife Group and Friends of 
Belstead Brook Park for a morning of work 
in the wood. Meet at the field gate at top of 
bridleway in Kiln Meadow. Parking in Marbled 
White Drive. Details from Gerry Donlon 
07733 968481

TUESDAYS 9.30am Greenways 
CONSERVATION WORK PARTY
The Project’s largest weekly work party – 
carrying out a wide range of practical tasks 
across the 50 or so sites that we manage. For 
all Greenways work parties, volunteers need 
to be registered via a short informal induction 
prior to joining us – please contact us for 
further details. Work party runs from 10am 
to about 4pm. Contact greenways.project@
ipswich.gov.uk or call 07736 826076

EVERY TUESDAY AND FRIDAY 10am - 
11.30am SWT Wild Learning WILD TOTS 
Outdoor adventure and play for children 
aged 18 months – 5 years in Holywells Park. 
£4. Please book at suffolkwildlifetrust.org or 
01473 890089. 

WEDNESDAYS 10am Friends of Holywells 
Park HOLYWELLS PARK WORK PARTY
Join our small team of volunteers 
doing valuable work around the Park.             
Contact Andy Smuk for details 01473 728907 

SECOND WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH 
Friends of The Dales WORK PARTY
Contact Kaye Roberts                     
kayefotdsec@virginmedia.com 

THURSDAYS 9.30am Greenways 
CONSERVATION WORK PARTY
A smaller group than on Tuesday, but operates 
in the same way – please see details above for 
Tuesdays Work Party

THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 
7 – 8pm ‘Green Drinks’ Dove Inn, Ipswich 
DRINKS AND CHAT
Join us at the Dove Inn for a drink, a chat and a 
bit of networking with other environmentally-
minded people. Look out for the ‘Green 
Drinks’ sign on the table. All welcome 

FRIDAYS 9.30am Greenways 
CONSERVATION WORK PARTY
Another opportunity to work on the 50 or so 
sites managed by the Project – please see the 
details above for Tuesdays Work Party 

EVERY FRIDAY 9.30am Ipswich Wildlife 
Group/Greenways BOX KIT MAKING
Come and join in making the kits for bird, 
hedgehog and insect habitat boxes for our 
Wildlife Homes project. Only the most 
rudimentary of woodworking skills needed. 
Thorington Hall Barn, Bobbits Lane, Ipswich. 
More information from Martin Cant 07858 
436003 martin.cant@ntlworld.com

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 
10am - 1pm Ipswich Wildlife Group 
RIVER WORK PARTY
A joint work party with the River Action 
Group along Alderman Canal and the River 
Gipping, maintaining footpaths and making 
these splendid waterways areas to be proud 
of. Usually meeting at Bibb Way alongside 
Alderman Road recreation ground, but 
please get in touch to confirm location More 
information from James Baker 07736 826076

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 10am 
Butterfly Conservation WORK PARTY 
(October to March)
More information from Helen Saunders 
helens919@gmail.com

EVERY SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 
10am - 12pm SWT Wild Learning WEEKEND 
WILDLIFE CLUB
For children aged 6 – 10 years in Holywells 
Park. Join our wildlife-themed club to explore 
the park, learn about wildlife, meet new 
friends and earn awards as you go. £4. Please 
book at suffolkwildlifetrust.org or 
01473 890089.

EVERY SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 
1pm - 3.30pm SWT Wild Learning YOUNG 
WARDENS 
For teens aged 11 – 16 years in Holywells Park 
(and other Ipswich locations). £5. Please book 
at suffolkwildlifetrust.org or 01473 890089.

SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 
10am - 1pm Friends of Belstead Brook Park 
CONSERVATION WORK PARTY
Come and join us for a morning working in the 
fresh air. For further details visit our website: 
wildipswich.org/fobbp 
or email fobbp@wildipswich.org

MOST SATURDAYS 10.30am - 1pm Ipswich 
Wildlife Group Northgate Allotments 
WOODCRAFT & WILDLIFE
Get involved in coppicing and woodland skills 
at the Wildlife area. Call Geoff Sinclair to 
confirm dates 07860 595376

LAST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 
10am - 1pm Ipswich Wildlife Group WILDLIFE 
ALLOTMENT
Come and lend a hand to help create our 
wildlife friendly plot. More information from 
Colin Hullis 07979 644134

Tuesday 29th November 10.30am RSPB 
Ipswich Group MIDWEEK WALK 
Chantry Park. Meet at 10.30am at Hadleigh 
Road car park by toilet block. TM138443

DECEMBER

Wednesday 7th December 7.30pm Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust Ipswich Group TALK
Anne Kell - Mistletoe. Mistletoe has long 
been associated with Christmas and love so 
what better topic for our Christmas meeting. 
As usual there will be our Christmas mince 
pies to enjoy. Museum Street Methodist 
Church, 17 Black Horse Lane, Ipswich IP1 
2EF. £3 includes tea and coffee.

Thursday 8th December 7.30pm RSPB 
Ipswich Group INDOOR MEETING 
Christmas Social Evening with ‘bring & 
share’ finger buffet, plus ‘Birding in a 
Minefield and other Ornithological Scrapes’ 
Ipswich RSPB Group Leader Tim Kenny.  St 
Andrews Church Hall, Rushmere St Andrew, 
The Street, Rushmere IP5 1DH. Group 
members £3 Non-members £5.

Saturday 10th December 9:30am - 12:30pm 
Suffolk Bird Group OUTDOOR EVENT
Sudbourne. Meet: All Saints Church 
Sudbourne, Woodbridge, Maximum 12 
people - contact leader to reserve place. 
Map Ref: TM420519. Leader: Steve Fryett 
01394 383413.

Saturday 10th December 9.30am RSPB 
Ipswich Group FIELD MEETING 
Shotley and Erwarton Bay for waders and 
wildfowl. Meet at 9.30am outside Bristol 
Arms pub, Shotley. TM246336. 2 hours. 2-3 
miles. Walking easy.

Saturday 10th December 10am to 3.30pm 
Greenways Project WINTER MEGABASH 2
Belstead Brook Park. Join Greenways, the 
Friends of BBP and others for a day of scrub 
clearing and dead hedging and bonfire at 
Kiln Meadow Local Nature Reserve. Please 
bring your own food and drink. Meet 
on site with parking available via metal 
bollards access from Bobbits Lane (or park 
considerately on Marbled White Drive). 
More info from Greenways 07736 826076 
or email james.baker@ipswich.gov.uk

Sunday 18th December 10am - noon Portal 
Woodlands Conservation Group
VOLUNTEER WORK MORNING
All ages welcome - no need to book. Meet 
at the Education Area. Please bring your 
own gloves, refreshments and, if possible, 
tools. Please visit pwcg.onesuffolk.net/
volunteer-work-mornings for full details of 
how we are operating our volunteer work 
mornings post-covid. For more details of 
the Group’s events, and to check for date 
changes, please go to: pwcg.onesuffolk.net 
or join our members’ Facebook Group by 
messaging Duncan Sweeting.

JANUARY
Saturday 21st January 10am to 3.30pm 
Greenways Project WINTER MEGABASH
Martlesham Common. Join Greenways 
and other groups to help maintain the vital 
heathland at this Local Nature Reserve, 
including scrub clearing and bonfire (wind 
direction permitting!). Please bring your own 
food and drink. Meet in the Martlesham 
Community Centre car park off Felixstowe 
Road. More info from Greenways: 07736 
826076 or email james.baker@ipswich.gov.uk


